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Christ Church was established in 1698 and has consistently sought to be faithful to 
the teachings of the Church catholic—as found in the Scriptures, the Creeds and the 
Book of Common Prayer—as this Church has received them. The Vestry of Christ 
Church released a statement in August of 2009 in response to some of the actions 
taken at the 76th General Convention (2009). We reaffirm that statement here and 
add the following: 
 
At its 78th General Convention (2015), in resolutions A036 and A054, the Episcopal 
Church has redefined Marriage in its canons from a union between a man and a 
woman to a union between two people and subsequently issued new liturgical 
resources to support that change. We reject these acts of General Convention. We 
reaffirm the 1979 Book of Common Prayer definition1 of marriage and rite2 for Holy 
Matrimony. Christ Church, its Rector and all priests who associate with this 
congregation will continue to use this definition and rite and not those which have 
come from the 78th Convention. 
 
We are grateful for the leadership of those bishops who published a minority report 
which likewise dissented from these actions. We are grateful for the generous 
response to that dissent from many in the Episcopal Church, including our own 
bishop, the Right Rev. Mariann Budde. And we are grateful that resolution A054 
itself promises no coercion, penalties, or “canonical disabilities” to those who object.3 
 
We continue to commit to pray and work for the good health and life of the 
Episcopal Church and the Anglican Communion. And we long for God’s Kingdom 
to come and His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

                                            
1 “Christian marriage is a solemn and public covenant between a man and a woman in the 
presence of God” (1979 Book of Common Prayer, page 422). 
2 Found ibidem pages 423-432. 
3 A054 says in part “Resolved, That this convention honor the theological diversity of this 
Church in regard to matters of human sexuality; and that no bishop, priest, deacon or lay 
person should be coerced or penalized in any manner, nor suffer any canonical disabilities, as 
a result of his or her theological objection to or support for the 78th General Convention’s 
action contained in this resolution;” 
 
 


